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and also any person in whose favour such an attempt was
made.  Parliament followed this up with an Act which pro-
vided that if such a plot were formed with the " privity "
of any person pretending a title to the throne, that person
could be tried for treason by royal commission. This might
not secure Elizabeth from the assassin, but, if she died,
Mary would never succeed to the throne.   Her life would
be forfeit, in any case.   Elizabeth followed this up by a
alliance with James VI for mutual defence of their religion. jes vi
So affairs stood at the beginning of the year 1586. In May Scotland
Walsingham intercepted a letter from Mary to Mendoza, in
which she disinherited her son James and made over all
her claims to Philip of Spain.  This, however, was only the
beginning.  Another plot was brewing.   Savage, an English
officer serving with Parma, took an oath that he would
murder Elizabeth.   Mendoza, now ambassador in France,
suggested that Cecil and Walsingham had better be killed
also. The English agent for the plot was Antony Babington, Babin&-
a Catholic attached to Elizabeth's court, who found five plot*
other assassins to join Savage.    Walsingham's chief spy,

however, had wormed himself into the secret. The letters
between Mary and the plotters were intercepted, deciphered, p **
copied, and forwarded, and so the plot grew under Walsing-
ham's fingers. The object was to be sure of Mary's " privity '*
to the scheme to murder; that once established, nothing
could save her. At last, in July, she wrote : " Affairs being
thus prepared, then shall it be time to set the six gentlemen
at work ". That was enough. Mary's papers were seized,
and she was tried before commissioners at Fotheringay.
Inevitably she was found guilty;  Parliament petitioned
for her immediate execution.   Elizabeth hesitated; to put
Mary to death was to change the whole face of politics, to
embark on all kinds of new dangers. But Parliament and the Mary's
Privy Council were determined on Mary's death, and the ofss?) on
warrant for her execution was sent by the Privy Council to
Fotheringay; and in February, 1587, Mary was beheaded.